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What is a Photographers Profile
Think of this as your supporting evidence - a document that 
explains you, your photography, your panel of images and where 
you want to go next. As outlined in the submission guides the 
Photographers Profile must:

•	 be a single PDF file with multiple pages inside

•	 include an introduction about you and photograph of you

•	 include a professional statement 

•	 include each of your 10 images with explanations

•	 include a future pledge

Over the following pages, we’ll discuss each of these sections in 
detail to provide inspiration and pointer for inclusions. First, let’s talk 
about the overall format of the profile.

Having viewed many profiles over the years it is clear that really, 
anything goes. You can use landscape, portrait or square layouts, 
graphically designed to a ridiculously standard or a simple Word 
document. 

There is no “right” way of completing the profile and although we 
all like nice looking things, the content and text inside are the only 
important parts. You don’t need to be a graphic designer to put 
one together and you also don’t need to over think it.  If English 
isn’t your first language and you are worried about grammar and 
spelling, don’t be. You don’t get marks for the profile, and you can’t 
lose marks for it either. 

 
How do I make my profile document?
Some programs commonly used include the following: 

•	 Microsoft Word

•	 Google Docs

•	 Pages

•	 InDesign

•	 Photoshop

•	 Powerpoint

Start by creating a framework of headings, then fill each out 
one by one with text. Next, work on the formatting so that the 
headings are clearly headings and the text is clearly text to 
read. Lay your images out as needed and run a final proof read 
of the document before you save the final version.

Ensure you export your profile as a PDF document with all of 
the pages in the correct order before submission. Once you 
submit the supporting assets, including your profile, you cannot 
amend them. 

It can be helpful to ask someone else to check it too!
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Part 1: The Introduction
In this section your aim is to introduce yourself, your work and your 
business, if applicable. Included in this must be: 

•	 Your name

•	 Where you are in the world

•	 Who you are and how it relates to photography

It doesn’t need to be long but it can be if you think it needs to be. 
Jess’ Fellowship Profile was deeply personal and has a lengthy 
back-story included for context. Sections of this can be seen 
opposite. 

For Jess’ Licentiate Profile, the introduction was much shorter, very 
concise and simple. Examples from this are shown below.
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Part 2: Professional Statement
In your professional statement you should explain your 
photographic history from when you first started photography up 
until the present day. It is normal within this section to explain to the 
assessor how you developed your style, who your inspirations are (if 
any) and what it is that you aim to do when you shoot now.

You can break this down into imaging philosophy, a CV, 
testimonials and more, or you can just keep it all together, super 
simple, super short. Opposite you can see just a small section of 
Jess’ Fellowship Statement, omitted are the curriculum vitae (work 
history) and a timeline of development.

Below, in contrast, is the Licentiate statement, completed when Jess 
was around 18 years old. Short, simple and to the point.
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Part 3: The Panel
In your image sections, it is normal to have one image per page, 
in order from 01 to 10,  with a description of the process you took to 
create the piece. This often includes any relevant information about 
the subject and location, along with the settings and equipment 
used. For studio work, lighting diagrams are often present.

It can be good to start this section with “The Layout” - how the 
image sit together as a group shown all on one page. You can 
group them or put them in whatever rows you’d like. These 
examples show 20 images, so 10 and 10 made sense. Consider 5 
and 5 for 10 images. This introduces the panel as a complete unit 
and ensures they are viewed how you want them to be viewed. 
Examples of this are shown below and to opposite.
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When continuing to detail individual images, you can add as much 
or as little detail as you’d like. 

We think it’s nice to include some information about the subject, 
the situation, the location and the shot as it was being taken. 
It is generally accepted that you should put your settings and 
equipment on each images page too, even if they are exactly the 
same as others in the panel. 

In its simplest form, the image descriptions will look like the below. 
We would recommend adding a little more background if possible 
though, shown in the examples to the right.



That Photography Spot®	 © All rights reserved 

Part 4: The Pledge
In the future pledge, you should explain where you are looking to 
go in the future with your work, how you want to evolve and any 
specific goals or aims you may have within the photographic 
industry.

You can put anything here, but it is good to identify a goal or two to 
work towards. It’s nice to finish the panel with an idea of what you’ll 
do next. 

Examples of future pledges can be seen on this page.



That Photography Spot®	 © All rights reserved 


